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The Heart of the Matter
12. How are you challenged by the exemplary life and
character of Cornelius in this passage?

13. Are you very “God-fearing”? In what way(s)?

14. What principles or beliefs do you hold that may limit your
ability to reach out to the “different” people around you?

15. Who do you need to show the love of Christ to this week?
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Getting Started
1. What insight, principle, or observation from this
weekend’s message did you find to be the most helpful,
eye-opening, or troubling?

2. Do you have a recurring dream that you have had from
time to time?

3. As a child what foods did you refuse to eat? What foods
have you grown into liking over the years?
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Digging Deeper
4. From verses 1-2 what kind of person is Cornelius like?
Since he is part of an occupying army what is unusual
about him?

5. From other Scriptures and from Cornelius’ example what
does it mean to be God-fearing?

8. In verse 17 what might Peter have thought when the
men sent by Cornelius showed up? How might they have
greeted one another? Is it clear from the passage that
Peter quickly picked up on what God was accomplishing?
How so?

9. Jews regarded people like Cornelius as pagans
(godless), unless they fully submitted to Jewish law and
practices (11:3). What would Peter’s words in verse 28
have meant to Cornelius?

6. In Leviticus 11:4-7; 13-19; and 29-30 the dietary
restrictions are laid out for the nation of Israel. With these
restrictions, what could Peter be thinking when he heard
the voice ordering him to eat this other kind of food in
verses 9-16? Why do you think it was stated three times?

10. Why is this account so important for all of us? (V28,
34-35, 43)

7. How does Peter’s vision fit with what we just learned
about Cornelius in verses 1-10 and 23-33?

11. What is really true for all of us, Jew and Gentile, before
our Holy and Righteous God? (Romans 3:23; 11:32)

