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Acts 14:11-28 And when the crowds saw what Paul had 
done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The 
gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!” 12 
Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he 
was the chief speaker. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose 
temple was at the entrance to the city, brought oxen and 
garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with the 
crowds. 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul 
heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed out into 
the crowd, crying out, -
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15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are 
men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good news, 
that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, 
who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all 
that is in them. 16 In past generations he allowed all the 
nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Yet he did not leave 
himself without witness, for he did good by giving you 
rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your 
hearts with food and gladness.” -
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18 Even with these words they scarcely restrained the 
people from offering sacrifice to them. 19 But Jews came 
from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the 
crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, 
supposing that he was dead. 20 But when the disciples 
gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and 
on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 21 
When they had preached the gospel to that city and had 
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 
Iconium and to Antioch, -
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22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging 
them to continue in the faith, and saying that through 
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. 23 
And when they had appointed elders for them in every 
church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to 
the Lord in whom they had believed. 24 Then they passed 
through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25 And when they 
had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia, -
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26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had 
been commended to the grace of God for the work that 
they had fulfilled. 27 And when they arrived and gathered 
the church together, they declared all that God had done 
with them, and how he had opened a door of faith to the 
Gentiles. 28 And they remained no little time with the 
disciples. (ESV)
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1. Boldly proclaiming the truth of God’s Word.
• Even in the midst of great ministry success.
• Even when there are ministry jealousy and disputes.
• Even when you have to say the hard things that need to 

be said.
• Even when people in authority become hostile.
• Even when its time to move on.
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2. Boldly offering grace to everyone we encounter.
• By exercising a consistent ministry strategy.
• By understanding that there will always be those who 

oppose you.
• By trusting in what God is doing in and through you.
• By knowing when its time to move on.



spread the

Be Bold!

3. Boldly sharing the good news to the least of 
these.
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4. Boldly correcting misunderstanding and error.
• By pointing people to God.
11 And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they 
lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have 
come down to us in the likeness of men!” 12 Barnabas they 
called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief 
speaker. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the 
entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates 
and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. -
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4. Boldly correcting misunderstanding and error.
• By pointing people to God.
14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, 
they tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd, 
crying out, 15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We 
also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you 
good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a 
living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea 
and all that is in them.
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4. Boldly correcting misunderstanding and error.
• By pointing out how good God is.
16 In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in 
their own ways. 17 Yet he did not leave himself without 
witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven 
and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and 
gladness.” 18 Even with these words they scarcely 
restrained the people from offering sacrifice to them.
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4. Boldly correcting misunderstanding and error.
• By enduring danger and hostility.
19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having 
persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him 
out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20 But when 
the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered 
the city, 
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4. Boldly correcting misunderstanding and error.
• By enduring danger and hostility.
- 1 Peter 5:6-7 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 
exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he 
cares for you.
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5. Boldly building up the church through making 
disciples.

• By preaching the gospel.
and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 21 
When they had preached the gospel to that city and had 
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 
Iconium and to Antioch, 
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5. Boldly building up the church through making 
disciples.

• By preaching the gospel.
- Matthew 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.”
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5. Boldly building up the church through making 
disciples.

• By strengthening souls.
22 strengthening the souls of the disciples,
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5. Boldly building up the church through making 
disciples.

• By appointing elders.
23 And when they had appointed elders for them in every 
church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the 
Lord in whom they had believed. 24 Then they passed 
through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25 And when they 
had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia, 
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5. Boldly building up the church through making 
disciples.

• By fulfilling the mission.
26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had 
been commended to the grace of God for the work that 
they had fulfilled. 
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5. Boldly building up the church through making 
disciples.

• By fulfilling the mission.
- 2 Timothy 2:5-8 As for you, always be sober-minded, 

endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 
your ministry. 6 For I am already being poured out as a 
drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. -
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5. Boldly building up the church through making 
disciples.

• By fulfilling the mission.
- 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to 
all who have loved his appearing.



spread the

Be Bold!

5. Boldly building up the church through making 
disciples.

• By giving God all the glory.
27 And when they arrived and gathered the church 
together, they declared all that God had done with them, 
and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 
And they remained no little time with the disciples.
- 1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
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We need to boldly proclaim the truth of God’s Word.

We need to boldly offer grace to everyone we encounter.

We need to boldly share the good news of 

Jesus Christ to the least of these.

We need to boldly correct misunderstanding and error.

We need to boldly build up the church as we make disciples.
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