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The Heart of the Matter
12. In this passage Paul is very moved emotionally as he
considers his lost kindred brothers. How deeply moved are you
over those around you who are lost?

13. How do you feel about God’s authority to choose who will
be “objects of His mercy”?

14. Since God is sovereign over the souls of men what is our
responsibility toward those who are lost? What Scripture
supports your answer?
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Getting Started
1. What insight, principle, or observation from this
weekend’s message did you find to be the most helpful,
eye-opening, or troubling?

15. How have you relied on your works in your relationship
with God? Who or what does your salvation ultimately rely on?
2. What was one thing your parents used to say, “Wait until
you’re older, then you’ll understand”?

Praises and Prayer Requests:

3. When have you ever won something unexpected? A
trip? Achievement award? Class officer election? The big
game? Other?

7601 W. Foster Ave.
Chicago, IL 60656

www.bethelcommunity.org
office@bethelcommunity.org

LIFE GROUP is a small group ministry of
BETHEL COMMUNITY CHURCH, CHICAGO, IL
Some questions adapted from: The NIV (c) Serendipity Bible. 1996. Serendipity House;
and Bible Study Fellowship International @ www.bsfinternational.org

Digging Deeper
4. What seems to be Paul’s main concern in verses 1-5?
What is likely Paul’s motivation in sharing his heart in this
way?

8. How would you describe God’s sovereignty from verses
1-12? Why is this so important to Paul?

5. How should each of the benefits Paul mentions in verses
4-5 have drawn the Jewish people to Christ? How does
Paul account for their unbelief in spite of such advantages
in verses 6-9? (Romans 4:11-12)

9. Why did God choose Jacob over Esau? Was human
merit involved? What does this say about God’s fairness?

6. How should this link to Abraham resolve conflicts
between Jews and Gentiles?

7. Why is it important that we should recognize that our
Christian spiritual heritage is rooted in Abraham?
(Genesis 15:6; Galatians 3:16, 28-29; Romans 4:13-17)

10. What do we know about God’s purposes for us as
described throughout the Bible? (Psalm 57:2; Psalm 138:8;
Romans 8:28; Ephesians 1:9-11; 2 Timothy 1:9; Hebrews
6:17-18)

11. From verse 12, how does this passage demonstrate so
clearly that we are only saved by God’s grace and not by
our works? (Romans 4:1-5; Galatians 2:16; Titus 3:5)

