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Matthew 5 - 7

Divorce
“It was also said” (verse 31)

Jesus is not criticizing the Old Testament, he is instead correcting

the interpretation and understanding of the teaching.

Jesus needs to correct the Israelites’ understanding and applica-
tion of divorce.

‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of di-
vorce.” (Verse 31)

Their understanding of divorce comes from Moses in Deuterono-
my 24:1-4.

Moses was not setting out a pathway for divorce, he actually puts
two restrictions on men to caution and slow down their pursuit of
divorcing their wives.

Restriction 1:

Restriction 2:

But | say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the
ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever
marries a divorced woman commits adultery. (Verse 32)

Divorce leads to adultery, which is sin.

Connections to Matthew 19

The Heart of Marriage

Adam was alone

A helper was made for Adam

Two image bearers, together as ONE

Offspring

Love like Christ loves the church

Application:
Is your marriage salt and light for the world around you?
Is your marriage a covenant of oneness or co-existence?

What message do your kids get about the gospel from the way in which
you love your spouse?
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