COMMUNITY |/
GROUPS|"&

Beauty is the Beast: Wisely Combating Sexual Impurity | Proverbs: Wisdom for Life | Proverbs 6:20-7:27
Sunday, 10/27/24 | Lead Pastor Lenard Tavernelli

Main Idea: “You can combat sexual immorality wisely and enjoy the true love of God. Did you see that as the
main idea?

Sermon Summary: Parents repeatedly tell kids to look both ways before crossing. Carelessness costs dearly.
Similarly, in Proverbs 1-9, Solomon 3x urgently addresses the disaster of sexual sin—it will ruin you. 1 Peter
2:11; “Abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.” Your life is at stake in the way
you fight your enemy called sexual sin. God created sex. It's a pure, good, joyous thing in its proper place—like
a blaze in a fireplace but not in a forest. Sexual temptation and sin impacts men and women, young to old and
across and within genders. God loves us and sounds these dire warnings to us—and shows us a better way.

Sermon Outline:

e Implement a strategy to avoid sexual sin (Prov. 6:20-24; 7:1-5, 24-27)
o 1 Cor. 6:18; “FLEE from sexual immorality...” Run! Get out! Bolt! In so doing, you'll preserve
your life.
e Consider the consequences of sexual sin (6:25-35)
o The high cost (25-26)
o The inevitable pain (27-29)
o The enduring shame ((30-33)
o The unquenchable jealousy (of the spouse) (34-35)
e Know the temptations of sexual sin (7:6-27)

o Secrecy
o Flattery
o Beauty

o Seduction
e Cherish true love (1 John 4:10)
o Walk in God’s grace
o Live in freedom
o Know your identity (1 Cor. 6:9-11; “...such WERE some of you...”!)
o Enjoy God’s love toward you

Discussion Questions (select several to discuss):

1. Porn usage is rampant even in churchgoers. It can be a “shameful” addicting sin.
a. What accountability strategies work? Software like Covenant Eyes? Deep friendships? Others?
b. Discuss obstacles to confessing this sin even to a trusted, godly person (like a pastor/elder).
2. Sexual sin carries huge costs: STD’s, altering brain chemistry, divorce, unwanted pregnancy, ruptured
relationships, etc. Given this high cost, pain, shame, etc, why is this particular sin so prevalent?
3. Consider the 4 sexual temptations Pastor Lenard shared: Secrecy, Flattery, Beauty, Seduction. Discuss
why each can be tempting—and any personal experience you would be willing to share. Would you add

any other temptations?
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4. It's been said men can be fairly naive and gullible (and excited) when women may be trying to pursue
them. Why are men (and women) somewhat easy targets to manipulate? Why is it exciting to be
pursued by another?

5. It's a delicate but important discussion: share strategies that have worked—and haven’t worked—for you
personally in your struggle for sexual purity.

Is your life really at stake in your fight against sexual sin (Prov. 7:23)? How?

Pastor Lenard noted Matt. 5:29 “If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is
better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. Why does King
Jesus want us to deal so violently with lust and sexual sin? Does this appear to be a salvation issue?

8. Can a loving, intimate relationship with Christ (built thru daily bible reading, frequent prayer, deep
Christian fellowship, etc) really help you fight sexual sin? How? Do the urges and temptations remain? If
so, why?

9. Knowing the sexual temptations youth of today face, what counsel would you give kids or young adults

to battle sexual sin? (Hint: saying “don’t do it” or “just read your bible more” may not be so helpful).



