
12/2/24; Pastor Lenard Tavernelli—Luke 2:25-35  Rejoice in God’s Light 
 

Main Idea: “In a weary world of waiting and darkness, you can rejoice in recognizing Jesus and the light of hope He gives” 

 

Sermon Summary: No one likes waiting, be it for test results, lines in stores/traffic or even a Savior. Waiting is what we do 

when we can’t do what we want to do. Yet, it is possible to wait—even in hard circumstances with joy—if it is God-

centered. God told Simeon he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ—and that day finally came. And Simeon 

blessed God for Christ saying He would be a light of revelation to all peoples and that He is appointed for great things. 

 
Sermon Outline: 

• Rejoice in the midst of waiting: Luke 2:25-26 
◦ Wrong ways to wait 

▪ In anger. Anxiously. In apathy. We need not wait with these emotions (Mark Vroegop book Waiting Isn’t a Waste). 

◦ Right ways to wait: 
▪ Ps. 130:5-6; “I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more than...”  

▪ Isa. 25:9; “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let 

us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”  

◦ The consolation of Israel: 
▪ Isa. 40:1,2: “comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her 

iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.” 

▪ Isa. 49:13; “Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the LORD has comforted his 

people and will have compassion on his afflicted.”    

• Rejoice in the recognition of Jesus: Luke 2:27-32: 
◦ All Simeon saw was a baby—and poor parents who desired to follow God’s Law. We now have much more: 

the resurrection, the bible, the Spirit living within us. We can truly recognize Jesus. 

◦ Simeon prophesied Jesus was to be a light of revelation to the Gentiles  

▪ Isa. 42:6-7; “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a 

covenant for the people, a light for the nations,  
▪ Isa. 49:6; “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of 

Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”  
▪ Eph. 2:12-15; “remember that you were at that time separated from Christ...having no hope and without God in the world. But now 

in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near...”   
▪ Isa. 50:10; “Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant? Let him who walks in darkness and has no light 

trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God...Walk by the light”  
▪ John 8:12; Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life.”  

• Rejoice in the light of revelation: Luke: 2:33-35: 

◦ Simeon prophesied the rise/fall of many thru Jesus and the heart of his mother would be pierced 

▪ Isa. 8:14-15; And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to both houses of Israel... .And many 

shall stumble on it. They shall fall and be broken;   
▪ Gal.4:4-5; when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law,to redeem those who 

were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.  
▪ 2 Peter 1:19; And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 

shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts,   

 
Discussion Questions (select several to discuss): 

• Are you patient or impatient? To confirm your response, ask several people who know you. 

• Why does God often choose to make us wait? 

• How can you become a better “waiter”? What step can you take to “wait” with joy rather than giving in to anger, 

anxiety, or apathy? 

• How did God glorify Christ thru Simeon’s prophesy? 

• As a righteous and devout servant of God, Simeon was waiting for God to act. How are you waiting for God to act? 

• What was the purpose of the Spirit giving Simeon the prophesy in verse 2:35—that Mary’s heart will be pierced with a 

sword and the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed? 


