PEQUIP

12/15/24; Pastor Paul Springer Jr—Luke 2:8-14 “Rejoice in God’s Gospel”

Main Idea: “In a weary world of uncertainties and selfish ambition, you can rejoice in the gospel and
respond by adoring the Savior”

Sermon Summary: It was unlikely that angels would come to shepherds—they were not lepers but

were of a low class. But isn'’t it like our God to bless the lowly? And... David was a shepherd, and
Jesus is called the Good Shepherd—and the Messiah would come from the line of David. One angel
appeared—and later a multitude. Angels always need to say: “Don’t fear’—they are fearsome. But
here, they bring good news—for all people—Israel and everyone else.

Sermon Outline:

e Recognize the gospel is for all people Luke 2:8-10

]

Behold means: pause—pay attention--get this. “all the people’—means ALL the people.
Hallelujah!

The gospel is just as relevant today as it was 2k years ago. And the news of a “great joy”
applies today too.

Tell folks the gospel again and again. They need to hear it often and consistently. Don’t stop
telling.

¢ Respond to the gospel of the Savior Luke 2:11-12:

]

“Unto you is born” and “all the people” means this baby’s family is BIG. The world. Many
ages.

Joseph was in the line of David. Messiah had to be per Ps. 132:11—a promise to David.
This child is Savior (verse 2:11)—but many false saviors have come. Per Isa. 43;11; Besides
God, there is no Savior. So this baby Jesus must be God—and He is. And He is a newborn
in a manger.

Christ means Messiah, anointed One, the One chosen by God Himself to reign

Ps. 18:50; But wait—if this is God’s chosen One—shouldn’t He be born in a mansion? But
that’s not God’s way. Jesus was born in a humble manger. Phil. 2:7 this God “emptied
Himself...became a servant...to the point of death”. This is what our God is like.

¢ Rejoice in the gospel with praise Luke: 2:13-14:

[e]

The shepherds got everything right—they believed the angel—and went straight away to
Bethlehem and found the baby in a manger—and then left telling others all about it and
praising God. They were changed people. And all they saw was a baby in a manger. But we
have the full Scripture, Jesus’ perfect life and resurrection, the Spirit living in us, etc.
Through knowing Jesus, we’re changed too and we should tell others.
When a “multitude of angels” appear shining with God’s glory—if shepherds were scared
and bewildered before with 1 angel, they are beside themselves now. Jesus came to save
people—not angels—this was not for them. Yet they are singing praises to God. So we, His
children, should be singing the loudest praises of anyone. And we can bring peace to other
people. We need to relationally seek peace with each other in the church.
= Christmas can be a hard time: missing folks, with difficult folks, etc. But as believers,
keep perspective. God came a long distance at great cost in the flesh to save you.
Rejoice in Him no matter what.



Discussion Questions (select several to discuss):

Zacharias becomes mute, Mary becomes pregnant though she did not “know” a man, angels
miraculously appear to shepherds...and more. Why did God do all these dramatic things
(especially after centuries of “silence”)?

Angels appearing to lowly shepherds, the women being the first to discover the empty tomb of
Jesus. Why does God seem to favor and reveal things to those the world deems “lowly”?

In John 10:11, 14 Jesus calls Himself not only a shepherd but the Good Shepherd. What is
implied in that?

God started His plan with the nation of Israel—but now with the angel’s announcement is
expanding salvation to the world. Why do you think He did it this way?

The Glorious One, the King of all kings and Lord of lords certainly deserved to be born in a
mansion to royalty. Why did God choose a dirty animal feeding trough for the birth of His Son—
to lowly, very poor parents, in a backwater town?

Reflect back—have you ever been in awe at Christmas for the right reason? Ask God to amaze
and humble you—that He would become human—for the purpose of dying for your sins on a
brutal cross. What kind of God is this?

Because Jesus came to reconcile man to God—who do you need to reconcile with now, this
Christmas? For Christ’s sake, will you initiate? For Christ’s sake, will you let others have their
(non-sinful) way this Christmas? For Christ’s glory, please ask God to make this the best, most
Christ-centered, meaningful Christ-mas for you ever this year.

If you’'ve experienced the “great joy” of this good news, don’t you want to share it with others?
Who can you tell about Jesus in the days/weeks ahead?
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